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sary. Recent investigations have shown up the common- 
school system in a light not altogether so favorable as could be 
wished, and seem to indicate a very prevalent agreement with 
Dogberry's opinion, that reading and writing come by nature, 
Professor Garland's Address on Astronomy is written with 
very great ability, and contains matter of high and permanent 
value. It is a popular exposition of the Utility of Astronomy 
in the practical concerns of life, and is worthy of all praise for 
clearness of statement and chaste beauty of style. It shows, 
on every page, the accurate attainments of the man of science, 
and the well-tempered enthusiasm of the scholar. We have 
rarely read a popular address, with which we have been so 
well pleased, both in respect to instruction and the gratification 
of taste, as with this. 



6. — Manual of Political Ethics, designed chiefly for the Use 
of Colleges and Students at Law. Part I. Book I. 
Ethics, General and Political. Book II. The State. By 
Francis Lieber. Boston : Charles C. Little and 
James Brown. 1838. 8vo. pp. 443. 

The title of this book authorizes us to hope, that it will 
supply a want which has been painfully felt in colleges and 
professional schools. We have had no treatise on the sci- 
ence of politics at all adapted to the progress of inquiry and 
information, or to the state of civil and political institutions at 
the present day. Scraps might be gathered from Montesquieu, 
Locke, and Hume, and from the writers on natural law and 
civil polity ; but it was difficult to fuse these into a con- 
nected system, or to collect from them any answer to most 
interesting questions, which may be said to have grown out of 
the historical events of our own times. Practice has outrun 
theory, but has not superseded the necessity of it. Perhaps 
the necessity is even increased; for, when men are once beyond 
the bounds of these much abused speculative principles, they 
are apt to catch fire, as it were, from license, and forget that 
abstract truths of limitation and restraint exist at all, or have 
any basis but individual opinion. They need to be reminded, 
that, though moral right forms the sure foundation of political 
privileges, it also circumscribes and hems them in, and that 
they cannot overleap the barriers without throwing discredit 
on the first principles of civil freedom. To consider political 
science, therefore, in its ethical relations, to show that the 
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immunities and the duties of a citizen rest alike on the laws of 
conscience, and that all questions respecting their extent must 
be settled by an appeal to this moral code, is a task for 
the highest abilities and the utmost strength of moral charac- 
ter, but which the state of the times loudly requires to be per- 
formed. The work must be executed, moreover, in the spirit 
and with the views, — not of a mere statesman, seeking to jus- 
tify on abstract grounds a course first marked out by considera- 
tions of political expediency, — nor of a mere lawyer, endeav- 
ouring to reconcile his regard for precedents and positive insti- 
tutions with a reverence for lasting truth and justice, — but 
of a rigid and philosophical moralist, not unacquainted with 
the magnitude and importance of the interests which he under- 
takes to discuss, but unflinching in his resolve to direct them 
by his own convictions of right. 

From a very hurried survey of Dr. Lieber's work, — all that 
could be afforded to it, from the lateness of the publication, — 
we are not prepared to say how far he has answered the expec- 
tations excited by the title. But from his ceaseless activity as 
a literary man, his high reputation, and the known bent of his 
studies, for some time, to subjects kindred with general politics, 
we cannot doubt, that his book will fully answer the end 
proposed. The present publication, though it is called Part 
First, and will be followed by another volume, yet forms a 
whole by itself. It is divided into two books, of which the one 
treats of " Ethics, General and Political," and the other, enti- 
tled, " The State," is occupied with a discussion of the fun- 
damental questions pertaining to civil government. A mere 
glance at the table of contents shows, that the topics discussed 
are somewhat multifarious, and the work, if deficient in any 
respects, will probably be found wanting in compactness and 
systematic arrangement. We hope to find room in our next 
number, for a more extended notice of it, and an examination 
of the writer's theories and opinions. 



7. — Records of Travel. Boston. Otis, Broaders, & Co. 
1838. 12mo. pp. 180. 

This unpretending little volume contains a series of ex- 
tracts from a private journal, kept during a voyage round the 
Mediterranean. It is written in a pure style, and narrates, in 
an agreeable manner, the incidents of travel, which befell the 
author in those classic and venerable regions. The descrip- 
tive passages show an eye trained to the observation of scenery 



